


Golborne HIGH SCHOOL is a unique 
community where young people thrive. Our mission is to 
provide opportunities that enable every student to have 
aspirations, vision and great pride in their achievements. 
 

Our motto states that,
‘Golborne High School is a learning community 
where all pupils believe they can achieve.’  
n   Our vision is to be a beacon of excellence at the heart of the local 

community by delivering an exceptional education for local children 
through consistently inspirational and challenging teaching, exemplary 
standards and aspirational goals.

Our aims are to:
n   Deliver consistently high quality teaching and learning which 

enthuses and inspires children and puts their needs at the centre of 
everything that we do.  

n   Motivate children to love learning and have a passion to learn more.

n   Inspire all of our children to dream big dreams which extend their 
horizons beyond their expectations.

 
n   Encourage every child to feel special in a safe, happy, caring and 

family environment in which both staff and children feel valued.

n   Have high expectations of our children based on good manners, 
mutual respect and knowing the difference between right and wrong.

n   Deliver inspirational leadership which fosters a passion for learning in 
children and staff through both support and challenge.

 
n   Value the significant contribution that all parents have in the life of our 

school and listen to their views with respect and consideration.

n   Work as a Team with all of our stakeholders with the shared aim 
 of ensuring that the opportunities which our children are provided 
 with are of the highest quality.
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Golborne
HIGH SCHOOL 

Welcome to

I would like to wish you a very warm welcome to Golborne High School. 
I am delighted and honoured to be the Head Teacher of a learning community which 

puts the child at the heart of all that we do. I consider myself very lucky to interact daily 

with students who are polite, enthusiastic, ambitious and most importantly, proud to 

be a part of the Golborne family. Our aim is very simple: to ensure that all of our pupils 

dream ambitious dreams which we make possible. At the heart of everything we do are 

the principles of: EXCELLENCE|QUALITY|CARE. 

At Golborne High, every day is an open day and we would like to offer an extended 

invitation to all of our prospective parents and children to visit our school and enjoy the 

friendly, aspirational and  family environment that is Golborne High School.

Mrs A.Gormally | HEADTEACHER

CARE
EXCELLENCE

QUALITY

“ The commitment of all leaders 
to securing the best possible 
outcomes for all groups of pupils, 
including those with special 
educational needs, is palpable.
OfSTED 

“
“ The positive and vibrant 

attitude, and engagement 
of staff and pupils alike, is 
felt as soon as you enter the 
school. Supported by their 
peers and teachers, pupils 
at Golborne are driven, 
inquisitive and resilient. It 
is a truly inspiring place of 
which to be a part. 

MISS V BILSBURY  
TEACHER OF ENGLISH 

“



Transition and Primary Outreach: 
CARING for the Future

We care about our pupils at all stages in their lives, and that’s why our 
innovative transition programme reaches out to them - both before and 

after their exciting Golborne High School years. 

Our fantastic links with local primary schools mean that key staff work with 
a full range of pupils, helping them to feel reassured and confident about 

their transition into secondary school life. Enhancing this relationship with 
younger pupils is particularly important to us, and gives us the opportunity 
to tailor our teaching towards the development of every single pupil. Taster 

days have proved highly popular, allowing youngsters to experience 
exciting lessons, and take part in fun activities designed to build self-belief, 

secure friendships and give pupils the enthusiasm needed to achieve.

Open Evenings allow parents and future pupils to get a realistic picture of 
the vibrant range of opportunities that we have to offer. These also provide 

you with a chance to meet us and see the quality and care on which 
Golborne High School prides itself.

Individual tours can be arranged 
during the school day.

 

Prefects: EXCELLENCE 
through Leadership 
Opportunities
Our belief in the fantastic quality of pupils is displayed 
through our Year 11 Prefect Team, led by the dedicated and 
assured Senior Prefects. A rigorous selection programme 
prepares applicants for future educational and employment 
opportunities while enabling them to demonstrate pride 
in their achievements and capabilities. All of our prefects 
act as exemplary role models and guide our younger 
pupils through all aspects of school life, helping them to 

believe that they can achieve. 

Careers: Securing EXCELLENCE for the Future
Achieving in school is the first step towards achieving success and happiness in life as an adult. 
We aim to encourage our young people and raise their aspirations, while supporting them towards 
making informed choices with our qualified Careers’ Advisor. 

Our comprehensive support packaging includes: University drop-in sessions (including Oxford and 
Cambridge University taster visits), professional learning lunches, visits to local Further Education 
Colleges, apprentice workshops and world of work days. We can also organise bespoke work 
placements and liaise closely with parents through our Careers’ Evenings.

The excellence of our programme has been recognised externally with the awarding of the highly 
coveted IAG Gold Award.

Care and QUALITY 
in the Community
As a caring school we take pride in supporting the local community, while 
developing a sense of citizenship in our pupils. As a Trust school, not only do 
we promote caring for the environment and biodiversity, we also develop 
opportunities for our pupils to actively contribute to improving aspects of the 
world around them.

Long term, sustainable relationships with charities and local businesses, such 
as Murphy’s, has resulted in the inspirational Wetland’s Project, benefiting both 
our school, local primary schools and nearby residents. We also have exciting 
links with international organisations from Italy and Spain to as far as South 
Korea.

QUALITY Pastoral Care
We know our pupils. Young people achieve academic excellence when they 
believe they can achieve; our caring pastoral system allows them to thrive 
and genuinely enjoy attending school. The House System provides pupils with 
the opportunity to feel part of a team. Unlike many other schools, our unique, 
mixed age tutor groups encourage pupils to interact and support one another 
in a nurturing environment.

The continuity provided by enthusiastic form tutors and experienced Heads 
of House also contributes to knowing pupils as individuals, identifying their 
pastoral needs, and making them feel valued. 

Furthermore, close mentoring of our pupils provides a detailed picture of their 
progress through the learning pathways, and helps to enhance their self-belief. 
The strong positive ethos within our school promotes resilience, mutual respect 
and the confidence to grow.

EXCELLENT Behaviour
Here at Golborne High School, we expect the highest standard of behaviour 
for learning, and this is instilled in our pupils through the constant positive 
reinforcement of our values. As a result, our pupils are self-motivated, self-
reliant and determined to achieve their very best. Engaging lessons encourage 
participation and a love of learning in a stimulating environment where pupils 
believe they can achieve.
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EXCELLENCE
CARE

QUALITY

“My son’s transition from primary to high school 
was made so much easier and more enjoyable 
because of the interaction the high school 
had with his primary school beforehand.  The 
school and teachers were familiar to him and it 
made the whole process much smoother. 

PARENT OF A YEAR 7 PUPIL

“
“ I truly believe that a family/school 

partnership leads to a better 
school experience and Golborne 
High totally exceeds this.

PARENT OF A YEAR 11 PUPIL

“
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Academic EXCELLENCE and 
Curriculum QUALITY

Golborne High School has designed a curriculum that allows our pupils to achieve the 
highest possible levels of academic achievement.  We aim to equip all of our pupils with 

the skills and knowledge needed to succeed at our school and beyond, which is why 
we work across the entire curriculum to develop problem solving, self-discipline, trust, 

responsibility, co-operation, self-confidence and independence.

In Years 7 to 9, we offer the broadest curriculum possible and we give every pupil access 
to the full range of subjects. All curriculum areas have developed a creative and innovative 
approach that builds on prior knowledge from primary school and develops the key skills 

each child will need to move onto the next stage of learning. 

From Year 10 onwards, our pupils begin to specialise in their chosen subjects, alongside 
the core curriculum of Mathematics, English and Sciences. Pupils are offered a broad 

range of ‘options choices’ including a number of Vocational qualifications to complement 
their GCSE courses. Designed to challenge and inspire, the Key Stage 4 curriculum 

prepares pupils for study or employment at the next level whilst opening their minds to the 
applications of different subjects beyond the classroom.

Our strong academic curriculum is complemented by experiences beyond the classroom, 
with residential and day field trips; visits to local business and industry; partnerships with 
other national and international schools and specialist days delivered by experts from the 

world of work or education.

Golborne High School is committed to ensuring all our students leave with confident and 
secure literacy and numeracy skills so they can thrive as adults.  We do this through high 

quality teaching, bespoke intervention and individual programmes of support.  
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QUALITYCARE

EXCELLENCE
International QUALITY 

and EXCELLENCE through the E-Bacc 
Qualification

Golborne High School strives for exceptional academic standards; we therefore expect 
the majority of our students to follow the English Baccalaureate Pathway until year 11. 
The English Baccalaureate, or E-Bacc, is an award pupils receive if they achieve good 
GCSEs in English, Maths, Science a Foreign Language and a Humanities subject, and 

is considered a sign of academic excellence by many employers, colleges and 
universities. It allows our students to compete nationally and internationally at the highest 
level. All year 7 pupils study French, Spanish, History and Geography before being asked 

to make their GCSE subject choices.

“Golborne High School 
oozes successful 
leadership from top 
to bottom resulting in 
the fantastic published 
results pupils are 
achieving year on year. 
PARENT OF A YEAR 8 PUPIL

“

“ The pupils from Golborne High 
School achieve exceptional 
grades. In addition, pupils 
obtain the skills and attributes 
throughout their school life that 
allow them to grow, develop and 
achieve their full potential.

DAVE DARBY 
14-19 MANAGER SJR COLLEGE 

“

QUALITY Assurance 
and Accuracy through 
Literacy and Numeracy

At Golborne High School we are committed to 
developing literacy and numeracy across the whole 
curriculum, making links across subjects wherever it is 
possible to do so. 

Every day we enhance the opportunities for all 
students to value, develop and apply their skills. Our 
Year 7 Catch-up programme is designed to improve 
students’ literacy and numeracy and to ensure that 
each individual makes excellent progress.

Teachers at Golborne believe that literacy is key to 
learning across all subjects and we are committed 
to support pupils by enabling them to access the 
academic language and conventions in each and 
every subject. Literacy is fundamental for success both 
in school and later life. The curriculum is designed 
to provide pupils with rich oral, reading and written 
language environments and offer pupils multiple 
opportunities to hear, see and use new vocabulary 
by exploring links between language used in different 
subject disciplines.

Professional development focused on teaching reading 
provides teachers with effective strategies to support 
all pupils in the classroom. Alongside this, pupils are 
issued with a reading article on a weekly basis which 
is delivered by form tutors. Whilst increasing all pupils’ 
understanding of the world around them they are 
simultaneously developing their strategic reading skills 
and increasing their vocabulary through school-wide 
“Words of the Week”.

Pupils’ reading and spelling ages are assessed 
regularly, leading to a coordinated and tiered approach 
for intervention in all year groups.

High QUALITY Teaching and Learning 
Leading to EXCELLENT Progress

At Golborne High School inspirational and challenging teaching leads to high levels of 
engagement, enthusiasm and enjoyment. 

We want all of our students to love learning as much as we love teaching. Our staff are 
passionate about their subjects and inspire our pupils to learn more and do more. Innovative 

resources are coupled with highly engaging teaching strategies to ensure the teaching is 
exceptional and that our pupils make rapid and sustained progress which is 

rigorously assessed and tracked. 

We believe in lifelong learning and that applies to all our staff as well as our 
students. Great teachers are always striving to gain new skills and our rigorous 

research-led professional development programme ensures that our staff 
constantly review their practice and develop the most effective teaching 

methods possible. This includes being at the forefront of digital learning. 
Our talented, enthusiastic staff inspire and challenge our students 

to achieve their very best and to love learning for life. 

At Golborne High we encourage pupils to learn beyond the classroom 
by regularly setting rigorous and challenging homework. Our aim is to 

support individual learning through consolidation and reinforcement 
which is supported through independent study. Our online package, 

Edulink, is used for homework setting for Golborne pupils 
and parents to enable them to quickly and easily 

access homework that has been set by 
subject staff for classes and individuals; it 
supports parents who wish to take a more 

active role in their child’s home learning. 

We also use Microsoft Teams as part of a 
blended approach to teaching and learning. 

We believe that working together with parents 
ensures that our students are supported by 

everybody to achieve their full potential 
and realise their dreams.
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QUALITY 
High Achieving Pupils’ 
Programme
At Golborne High School we are dedicated 
to ensuring that all students achieve their 
challenging targets. However, we recognise 
that some students have exceptional 
potential and benefit from additional input to 
ensure they aware of their potential and the 
opportunities that potential offers. At Golborne 
High School most able students are offered 
a wealth of extra-curricular opportunities. 
Students are surveyed to find their needs and 
interests and in the current academic year 
this has resulted in visits to the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge; debates run by sixth 
form students; specialist sessions delivered by 
college lecturers on “How to get into Medical 
School”; “Forensic Psychology” and “Medical 
Mavericks”. Additionally, all most able students 
are registered as associate members of a local 
sixth form college allowing them access to the 
colleges online material for independent study.

Upon joining us in September our most able 
children are placed on challenging pathways 
and set the highest possible targets. The 
curriculum they follow challenges, stretches 
and inspires them. All of the children are 
encouraged to dream big dreams and to 
aspire to the highest level. 

Our motto is ‘where pupils believe 
they can achieve’ because we want to 
inspire and challenge all pupils to exceed their 
expectations and never to put a ceiling on their 
dreams and ambitions.

Your child’s well-being and happiness is important to us, 
and essential for them to succeed.

At times they may need extra support due to a variety 
of reasons in order to access the curriculum. Our 

highly skilled and professional team of specialists can 
offer bespoke intervention programmes as and when 

appropriate. Subject departments will also run intervention 
sessions with the aim of enhancing subject knowledge, 

particularly in the lead up to formal examinations or 
following on from internal examinations.  

If your child needs personalised support, you may be 
eligible for the Pupil Premium funding. We are committed 
to providing quality care and exceptional support to 

enable our students to believe they can achieve and reach 
their full potential.
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QUALITY

Star QUALITY
Our Performing Arts’ Faculty offers many Music and Drama activities 
that enable children to shine. The most recent production ‘Into The 
Woods’ was widely acclaimed and highly successful, supported by a 
fantastic and capable behind-the-scenes production team! Our pupils 
have also had the opportunity to take part in International Music Tours 
performing in Costa Brava and Lake Garda. Talent is also nurtured 
through the ever popular ‘Glee Club’, the school rock band or even 
through the more traditional orchestra. 

Through dedication, participation, and as a result of enthusiastic and 
excellent teaching, past pupils have flourished and several have 
now gone on to embark on a career in Performing Arts. Many have 
even gained places at prestigious Performing Arts institutes in the UK.

We pride ourselves on developing confident, creative, independent 
thinkers, capable of 
producing innovative 
and imaginative 
work.

Believing you can 
ACHIEVE in all 

Aspects of Life
We value the well-being of our pupils above all else and offer many exciting 

opportunities for every child to excel and achieve success outside the classroom.

Extra-curricular activities are a vibrant and successful part of life at Golborne High 
School in all subject areas.

There are many other opportunities for our students beyond the school day from 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award, Junior University, various ‘hobby’- based clubs, 

along with extra academic tuition in all subjects. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is highly valued by employers and universities; 
they recognise its rigor and the determination needed to accomplish a range of 

challenges.

At Golborne High School students can complete the Bronze Award at the end 
of Year 9 and can continue to silver at the end of year 10. The award consists of 

voluntary, physical and skills-based tasks in addition to overnight expeditions.

For further information please see: http://www.dofe.org/

“ At Winstanley we’ve had a close working 
relationship with Golborne High School for 
many years, and we find that the students 
that come to us are of the highest calibre. 
PHILIP MORGAN
SCHOOL LIAISON, WINSTANLEY COLLEGE

“
“ Having been taught 

in a caring and 
united environment 
has inspired 
my children to 
succeed and 
become competent, 
polite and caring 
individuals. 
MRS A. 
THOMASON
PARENT

“

We strongly believe in working in 
partnership with schools, parents and 
pupils to ensure that personalised 
support pathways can be created 
and delivered on arrival to the school. 
Pupils and parents are at the very 
heart of the decision making process 
and can enjoy regular and successful 
collaboration and communication 
with the SEND Team. We have a 
multi -agency approach with a strong 
collaboration between school and 
parents and we are committed to 
removing all barriers to learning to 
ensure that every child 
achieves their full 
potential.

QUALITY CARE for the Individual
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“Pupils said 
they were 
proud of their 
school. 
OfSTED

“

“Rates of progress 
from starting 
points have risen 
year-on-year. 
OfSTED

“

Sporting EXCELLENCE 
Golborne High School has a reputation of sporting excellence in a wide range of 

areas and disciplines. We are tremendously proud of our pupils’ commitment to their 
chosen disciplines. We have seen a growing number of students achieve notable 

success at both local and regional levels in; Athletics, Cross Country, Triathlon, 
Basketball, Badminton, Football and Rugby. 

We believe in providing opportunities with which sport and physical activity can offer 
all students the chance to experience a level of success. The Physical Education 
Department are fully committed and motivated to inspire and support our pupils. 

Sporting achievements at all levels are celebrated every year at our Sports’ 
Assembly, where a professional Sports’ personality attends to present the awards, 

often encouraging and motivating our pupils to strive for excellence in sport. 

Throughout the year there are regular Inter-House Competitons where 
the focus is on participation and inclusion. The experience builds a sense of 

togetherness and team spirit.

We have several feeder primary schools who regularly participate in a 
variety of sporting activities and competitions. Our pupils assist staff and use their 

leadership skills to help to organise and officiate these events. Qualified members of 
the PE department liaise with our local feeder primary schools. 

We believe that by promoting fun physical activity at an early age will lead to a more 
positive and successful transition whilst encouraging them to want to participate in 

sport in the future.

Our Sporting Facilities 
Students are able to use the school’s sports facilities at lunchtimes and for extra-

curricular programmes in the evenings. The Community Sports’ Hall and Gym are 
available to the public in the evenings. A number of different clubs use the facilities 

throughout the year, offering wide range additional opportunities for our pupils, 
including Dance and Martial Arts. The school has extensive playing fields and 

grounds with a range of outdoor pitches, including a floodlit Astroturf.

QUALITY
CARE

EXCELLENCE
“ Organisation and dedication 

of Golborne High School’s PE 
staff to ensuring our children 
have as many opportunities to 
take part in sporting activities 
is excellent. 
MR S HARDAKER
LOWTON ST LUKE’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

“
“ PE at Golborne High School enables 

me to participate in competitions with 
other schools and represent the school 
at County and District level. We are 
encouraged to do our best in each and 
every match.
LUCY | YEAR 9
GOLBORNE HIGH SCHOOL PUPIL 

“

“ As a Governor, I have immense 
pride and gratification in all the 
achievements of the team. Every 
child matters, and our aim is to 
encourage pupils to thrive and 
succeed in a caring, disciplined 
environment, this I feel is being 
achieved by all at GHS.  

Mrs A Thomason  
School Governor

“

EXCELLENCE | QUALITY | CARE



www.golbornehigh.wigan.sch.uk
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Lowton Road | Golborne | WA3 3EL

T: 01942 726842 | E: enquiries@admin.golbornehigh.wigan.sch.uk

           GolborneHigh                   @golbornehighschool                  @GolborneHigh

www.Trinityteaching.org @GolborneTrinity

HEADTEACHER: Mrs A. Gormally B.A. (Hons)


