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You may be aware of a lot of information n the media suddenly surrounding the social media influencer known as Andrew 
Tate.  He is currently banned from all known social media platforms.  However, his content is not banned and is widely 
accessible.  Worryingly, his videos have been viewed a concerning 11.6 billion times and the profile of the people who 
watch his content are young males aged 14—24.  Many of this interest has been directed towards TikTok.  The article   
below highlights how TikTok’s algorithm works to provide more content on a users “For You” page based on their likes 
and searches.  Therefore, if a teenager attempts to look for videos associated with Andrew Tate, they will then be          
continuously provided similar content.  As you can imagine this can drip feed misogynistic content that then can act as   
radicalisation. 
 
Videos of the online personality Andrew Tate, who has been criticised by domestic abuse campaigners for normalising extreme 
and outdated views about women, are among those pushed by the algorithm to users via the curated For You homepage. 
We conducted an experiment to get an insight into what young people are being shown on the platform, which allows users to join 
from the age of 13. 
To ensure the findings wouldn’t be influenced by our previous search history, we set up a new TikTok account for an imaginary 
teenager, using a fake name and date of birth. 
At first, the 18-year-old’s account was shown a mixture of material including comedy clips, dog videos and discussions about men’s 
mental health. 
But after watching videos aimed at male users – including a clip from the Alpha Blokes podcast and a clip of a TikTokker discuss-
ing how men “don’t talk about their feelings” – the algorithm began suggesting more content that appeared to be tailored for men. 
Without “liking” or searching for any content proactively, the suggestions included videos of Andrew Tate, including one from a 
copycat account using Tate’s name and picture captioned the “harsh reality of men”, which appeared to blame feminism for mak-
ing men miserable, adding that the “majority of men have no money, no power, no sex from their wife”, and that their lives 
“suck”. 
After watching two of his videos we were recommended more, including clips of him expressing misogynistic views. The next time 
the account was opened, the first four posts were by Tate, from four different accounts. 
The algorithm also suggested videos from Dr Jordan Peterson, a Canadian psychologist known for his right-wing views; men’s 
coaching programmes and videos from men’s rights activists. 
But the Tate content was by far the most widespread. When opening the app again a week later, the account was again flooded 
with Tate content, with eight out of the first 20 videos being of Tate. 
The clips included a video where he says most men’s lives suck because they have “no power” and “no sex from their wife”, and  
another where he describes his girlfriend as “very well trained”. 
In another, he says people seeking mental health support are “useless”. He says: “If you’re the kind of person who feels like you 
need therapy, you need someone to talk to, do you know what you are? You’re useless. Because in the harshest realities of this cold 
world there are people in Syria whose entire families have been blown to fuck with a bomb from the sky.” 
Another video recommended by the algorithm derided people for wearing masks during the pandemic, saying they were either 
“idiots or cowards”, while claiming that by choosing not to wear one, he showed “bravery and balls”. 
Experts have raised concerns about the spread of content featuring Tate on the platform, where videos of him have been watched 
11.6 billion times. Callum Hood, head of research at the Centre for Countering Digital Hate, said: “The dangerous thing is that it is 
very eye-catching content, and the TikTok algorithm in particular is so aggressive that you only need to pause for a few moments 
before it will begin to recommend similar content to you again and again.” 
TikTok said: “Misogyny and other hateful ideologies and behaviours are not tolerated on TikTok, and we are working to review 
this content and take action against violations of our guidelines. We continually look to strengthen our policies and enforcement 
strategies, including adding more safeguards to our recommendation system.” 
Any concerns you may have regarding a child having an unhealthy interest in Andrew Tate, please contact HOH, Pastoral or AKB 

 
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/tiktok


 

  

 

 

Domestic abuse isn’t always physical. Coercive control is an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and intimidation or other 
abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten their victim. 

This controlling behaviour is designed to make a person dependent by isolating them from support, exploiting them, depriving them of inde-
pendence and regulating their everyday behaviour. 

There have been a lot of campaigns about making coercive control a criminal offence. This has marked a huge step forward in tackling domestic 
abuse. But now we want to make sure that everyone understands what it is. 

Coercive control creates invisible chains and a sense of fear that pervades all elements of a victim’s life. It works to limit their  human rights by 
depriving them of their liberty and reducing their ability for action. Experts like Evan Stark liken coercive control to being taken hostage. As he 
says: “the victim becomes captive in an unreal world created by the abuser, entrapped in a world of confusion, contradiction and fear.” 

Some common examples of coercive behaviour are: 

• Isolating you from friends and family 

• Depriving you of basic needs, such as food 

• Monitoring your time 

• Monitoring you via online communication tools or spyware 

• Taking control over aspects of your everyday life, such as where you can go, who you can see, what you can wear and when you can sleep 

• Depriving you access to support services, such as medical services 

• Repeatedly putting you down, such as saying you’re worthless 

• Humiliating, degrading or dehumanising you 

• Controlling your finances 

• Making threats or intimidating you 
Young relationships are challenging and social media sometimes gives a skewed view of what they should be like.   
 
If you are worried or concerned about anyone’s relationship being unhealthy, you can talk to any member of the Pastoral Team and we can seek 
the most appropriate help and support. 

Criminal Exploitation 

Last term the pupils received some input from Wigan Complex Safeguarding Team around criminal exploitation.  Criminal Ex-

ploitation is where young people are coerced into crime in different ways.  This usually involves drugs.  We have seen an escala-

tion within the local community of people dealing drugs allowing young people to develop a drugs debt and then asking them to 

engage in criminal activity to pay it back.  Please talk to the children about who they associate with and look out for signs such as 

new clothes and more access to cash.  Often pupils start to use drug paraphernalia such as weighing scales and small bags.  Often 

young people will be given an additional phone (often referred to as a burner phone)  This is usually used to make drug         

transactions on. 

If you are worried or concerned school can and will help.  Pupils in this situation are considered vulnerable and as such are treated 

as victims rather than perpetrators.  We would always wish to support and assist a young person in this situation.  Please let us 

know if you have any concerns. 


